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The Melvin Jones Story

Melvin  Jones  was  a  dreamer,  a  doer  and  a
pragmatist.  He  was  an  energetic,  extroverted
salesman  who  in  private  hours  would  reread
Shakespeare. What better man to found the world’s
largest association of service clubs?

The Lions International Board of Directors officially
designated Jones as the founder of Lions Clubs in
1958—more  than  four  decades  after  Lions  Clubs
held its first meeting. But, no matter what his official
title,  Jones’  impact  on  the  Lions  has  been  far-
reaching.  He  provided  the  leadership,  the
organizational  ability,  the tenacity  and the muscle
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necessary  to  establish  the  foundation  for  Lions
Clubs International to become what it is today.

Jones was born on Jan. 13, 1879, at Fort Thomas,
Arizona, a remote U.S. Army cavalry post where his
father was a scout for the Army. At age 7, Jones’
family moved east and settled in Illinois. Gifted with
a fine tenor voice, he considered making his career
in  music.  Instead,  he  became  an  insurance
salesman.

By  1913,  Jones  had  formed  his  own  insurance
agency in Chicago. When he joined a networking
luncheon club for  businessmen in  Chicago called
the  Business  Circle,  he  quickly  took  the  lead  in
recruiting  new  members  and  persuading
backsliders to rejoin. But something about the club’s
business-only  focus  didn’t  square  with  Jones’
different, larger vision.

"What if these men who are successful because of
their  drive,  intelligence and ambition,  were to  put
their talents to work improving their communities?"
Jones asked. He saw a new kind of club with the
desire to help others. 

As Business Club secretary, Jones, with help from
his  wife—the  championship  golfer  Rose  Amanda
Freeman—wrote  scores  of  letters  to  clubs
nationwide inviting them to take up his idea for a
service-centered  organization.  Businessman
interested  in  membership  convened  in  Chicago,
Illinois,  and  on  June  7,  1917,  Lions  Clubs
International was born.

Later  that  year,  at  Lions’  inaugural  convention  in
Dallas,  Texas,  Jones  was  elected  secretary-
treasurer,  a  title  he  would  hold  for  many  years.
Eventually, the board bestowed upon Jones the title
of secretary general for life.

Jones was a prolific writer who could be clear and
forceful  on  some  occasions,  and  sentimental  the
next. His hand can be seen in founding documents
like the Lions Clubs Objects and Code of  Ethics.
His  columns  in  LION  Magazine,  which  are  still
quoted  today,  helped  articulate  the  organization’s
principles and values.

He also loved aphorisms. Never one to sugarcoat



the  truth,  Jones  had  one  favorite  saying  neatly
framed in his office: “Truth and roses have thorns
about them.”

Jones gave up the insurance business in 1926 to
become Lions’  de facto CEO and global  goodwill
ambassador.  He  played  both  roles  brilliantly
—building  and  managing  an  expanding
headquarters operation and traveling constantly for
club  visits  and speaking  engagements.  The pace
never stopped.

Let's Celebrate Melvin Jones' 145th Birthday

In honor of Lions International's founder, Melvin Jones, your LCIF District
Coordinators are asking each and every Lion in MD20 to make a minimum
donation of $14.50 and each and every club to donate a minimum of $145 to
mark the occasion of his 145th birthday.

Some district's may be offering special incentives for those who participate
in this celebration, so please check with your District Coordinator (listed
above).

Let's get this party started!

HAVE YOU HEARD...?
The Star  pin recognition program has been replaced by the Presidential
LCIF Supporter program. What did this mean? See the chart below for the
various  levels  of  recognition  and  keep  in  mind  that  these  pins  are  not
issued  automatically,  but  should  be  requested  when  making  your
donation(s). They are even more impressive looking in-person and are an
instant collectable as the design will change each year as dictated by the
International President.



An Update From Maui
Submitted by

PDG Angie Haramoto (MD50)

Rev. Hogan Yujiri immigrated to Lahaina from
Japan in 1902. This was the beginning of the
Lahaina Shingon Mission, the oldest Shingdon
temple in Hawaii. Rev. Takayuki Meguro, our
Sensei, shared his experience after visiting the
site of our temple which was burned down and
seeing his family home burned down also.

Four  months  have  passed  since  the  fire.  I
recently  re-entered  the  place  where  our
temple was and would like to share with you
my thoughts and feelings at that time.

To begin with, I had no idea that it would take
me  four  months  to  visit  the  site  where  our
temple and the house where my family and I
lived. I was thinking if this was Japan it would
be winter, but here there is very little difference
between  the  seasons.  What  do  you  think
would  happen if  there  is  a  place like  Japan
where  there  is  a  large  seasonal  change?
August 8th w9uld have been a very hot day in
the  middle  of  summer,  just  like  Hawaii.  In
December,  snow  would  begin  to  fall  and
people would shrug off the cold by putting on
their warm coats. I think summer feels like a
distant memory to me already. It really took a
long time for this day to come.

Right  after  arriving  at  the  temple  site,  I
performed  a  service  with  Watanabe  Sensei
and Kitagawa Sensei while wearing protective
clothing.  I  thought  a  lot  of  emotions  would
come over  me -  sadness,  anger,  frustration.
But the most important thing to me to do was
to apologize to ODAISHISAMA for making him
wait for four months before I was able to visit
the site. However, when we began the service,
my mind was strangely at ease. It was like a
calm ocean, like a mirror. I felt that the Buddha
was talking to me. "Are you okay? It is a very
difficult time for you. You can do it, go for it." I
don't have any special abilities, but that's how
I felt.

My  feelings  have  changed  from  terrified  to
hopeful  and  full  to  happiness  in  those  few
hours. I also felt my path which I must go was
clear.  I  believe that  there  is  huge difference
between having a landmark or milestone and
not  having one at  all  in  our  lives.  It  doesn't
matter  how  big  or  small,  we  need  a  place
where  everyone  can  gather  and  pray  to
ODAISHISAMA's guidance in this difficult time.

It has been more than 30 years since I began
my Buddhist  practice  and this  is  one of  the
major  revelations  that  ODAISHISAMA  has



That day I entered via the highway from the
Puamana side, south of Lahaina. As I drove
down the highway, I  gradually felt  like I  was
entering a different world. Even I felt fear as I
entered Prison Street.  At this point I  needed
some time to understand where I was. A world
without any landmarks was terrifying to me. Of
course,  I  remember the streets,  how could I
forget, I lived in this town for 20 years. But I
couldn't find the road very well. The big tree I
had  used  as  a  landmark  was  gone.  It  was
supposed to be the end of the road, but I could
see all the way to the ocean beyond it. It was
only a few minutes away to the temple, but it
was a long and terrifying journey for me.

given  me.  Nothing  will  change  our  difficult
situation, but it was a very thankful experience
for me.

When we are in a dark place, we can find the
light very easily. Even if that light is very tiny.
Each light we find may be small, but if we pick
it up, we obtain strength.

Four months was a long time, but I had a very
important  experience.  Although  there  is
nothing left to burn, I feel I gained something
significant.

Kick Off the New Year in a Positive Way
Missed the end of year giving window? Not to worry, you can start the new year
off by making a donation that can contribute to changing the world. Just think, if
every  one  of  our  1.4  million  members  donated  just  $1.00,  we  would  raise



$1,400,000. Imagine the good that can come from that! Please, be part of the
change and donate today. 100% of all donations support humanitarian projects
and disaster relief.  To donate online go to: lionsclubs.org/en/donate.org or  mail
your check to LCIF, Dept 4547, Carol Stream, IL 60122-4547

A Heartfelt Message from LCIF Chairperson IPIP Brian Sheehan

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Iy_QNSgk_B-Hmyue318DmECmfQUzjnX96KFIDBFAT5uSmy6A5XZj2xLn9EXvGb3jBQDx7Swp1EJb1sWPqM81PGzhjaYLLYqNA1b3_a5v2vipTEpb86qBVx7Xuk46F5cMykDfRBqdlUBfJr0weHJ8wxXl-LiHKQHf&c=1rFHBTyOPcFjfFhgHx07LTxK8u-qIfHyXAoc9hcAM-_7Y_1COtdh8A==&ch=6c0FvpJSOCVmA2j29hHhBA4TQXI6N-WHvwYOUE-YSCCb_mO5jeTNig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Iy_QNSgk_B-Hmyue318DmECmfQUzjnX96KFIDBFAT5uSmy6A5XZj2xLn9EXvGb3jBQDx7Swp1EJb1sWPqM81PGzhjaYLLYqNA1b3_a5v2vipTEpb86qBVx7Xuk46F5cMykDfRBqdlUBfJr0weHJ8wxXl-LiHKQHf&c=1rFHBTyOPcFjfFhgHx07LTxK8u-qIfHyXAoc9hcAM-_7Y_1COtdh8A==&ch=6c0FvpJSOCVmA2j29hHhBA4TQXI6N-WHvwYOUE-YSCCb_mO5jeTNig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Iy_QNSgk_B-Hmyue318DmECmfQUzjnX96KFIDBFAT5uSmy6A5XZj2-u2F49NpbZEKfDSG8WTmxgUejaT9xZhtOArNxSm590ViU-wRRyC1lOGOOSYZusBE_vxtaBmNvYdtxCbFuOkGmeZppOnZKx_IZfsmoCORjcO1h7elAv8Amx0-JW2_z0GnhYwH6z78fuL58voLEnuoYSSGpOIHYPGr3IT5ls_YAj-lpFJ_X9KojQ=&c=1rFHBTyOPcFjfFhgHx07LTxK8u-qIfHyXAoc9hcAM-_7Y_1COtdh8A==&ch=6c0FvpJSOCVmA2j29hHhBA4TQXI6N-WHvwYOUE-YSCCb_mO5jeTNig==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Iy_QNSgk_B-Hmyue318DmECmfQUzjnX96KFIDBFAT5uSmy6A5XZj2-u2F49NpbZEKfDSG8WTmxgUejaT9xZhtOArNxSm590ViU-wRRyC1lOGOOSYZusBE_vxtaBmNvYdtxCbFuOkGmeZppOnZKx_IZfsmoCORjcO1h7elAv8Amx0-JW2_z0GnhYwH6z78fuL58voLEnuoYSSGpOIHYPGr3IT5ls_YAj-lpFJ_X9KojQ=&c=1rFHBTyOPcFjfFhgHx07LTxK8u-qIfHyXAoc9hcAM-_7Y_1COtdh8A==&ch=6c0FvpJSOCVmA2j29hHhBA4TQXI6N-WHvwYOUE-YSCCb_mO5jeTNig==


Lead and Major Gift Recognition
!"Mid-tier giving US$5,000 – custom pin
!"Mid-tier giving US$10,000-US$15,000 – custom pin and plaque
!"Major giving US$25,000- US$49,999 – custom pin and plaque; inclusion in LCIF

Annual Report, website listing, social media, digital recognitions, special
recognition/invitation to International Convention, and in-person events

!"Progressive Major giving US$50,000- US$99,999 – custom pin and plaque;
inclusion in LCIF Annual Report, website listing, social media, digital
recognitions, special recognition/invitation to International Convention, and in-
person events

!"Lead giving US$100,000-US$199,999 – custom pin and plaque, feature in
marketing materials, and newsletters; inclusion in LCIF Annual Report, website
listing, social media, special recognition/invitation to International Convention,
and in-person events

!"Progressive Lead giving US$200,000-US$499,999 – custom pin and plaque or
impact feature in marketing materials and newsletters; inclusion in LCIF Annual
Report, website listing, social media, special recognition/invitation to
International Convention, and in-person events

!"Visionary Lead giving US$500,000-US$749,999 – custom pin and plaque; feature
in marketing materials and newsletters; inclusion in LCIF Annual Report, website
listing, social media, special recognition/invitation to International Convention,
and in-person events

!"Progressive Visionary Lead giving US$750,000-US$999,999 – custom pin and
plaque; feature in marketing materials and newsletters; inclusion in LCIF Annual
Report, website listing, social media, special recognition/invitation to
International Convention, and in-person events

!"Million Dollar+ giving – custom pin and plaque; video story on LCIF website and
on-stage feature at Lions International Convention; feature in marketing
materials and newsletters; inclusion in LCIF Annual Report, website listing,
social media, special recognition/invitation to International Convention, and in-
person events



Grants Resources

Resources for Applicants

LCIF offers a wide variety of grants to support Lions service in their local communities and
the world. For decades, LCIF has contributed to Lions’ efforts in the focus areas of vision,



disaster relief, youth and humanitarian causes. LCIF will help Lions increase their impact on
these areas while expanding our reach through Lions’ global cause areas. Take a look at the
following resources for applicants to help with your LCIF Grants process.

!"Guide to LCIF Grant Opportunities
!"Grant Deadlines
!"Lifecycle of a Grant
!"10 Tips for Applying for a LCIF Grant

LCIF Grants Accomplishments
Every year, we’re able to make a positive impact in the world by providing grants to Lions
clubs. These grants allow Lions to do large-scale service projects that would not be possible
without financial assistance.
View Accomplishments

Grant Types
There are a wide variety of grants available to help Lions serve their local communities and
the world. We encourage you to explore the different grant types to find out if there’s a grant
that’s right for your club, district or multiple district now or in the future.
Learn More

Resources for Grantees

Now that your LCIF grant application is approved, follow these tips to achieve your goals.
10 Tips: How to Effectively Manage Your LCIF Grant
Lions Guide to Promoting a LCIF Grant Project

LCIF Grant Reporting Forms
To effectively tell your story and measure our impact, it’s critical that all grantees report on
LCIF grants they receive. Below you will find a list of grant reporting forms to help you
manage your LCIF grant.

!"Matching Grant Reporting Form
!"Diabetes Grant Reporting Form
!"SightFirst Grant Reporting Form
!"Childhood Cancer Grant Reporting Form
!"DCG Reporting Form
!"Hunger Grant Reporting Form
!"Disaster and Emergency Grant Reporting Form
!"Lions Quest Grant Reporting Form
!"Leo Service Grant Reporting Form
!"LCIF Interim Grant Reporting Form

Share Your Story
Share with us how LCIF has helped you personally or helped your club to help even more
people in your community or globally.
Submit Story

We're Here to Help You Serve
LCIF is always here to help answer questions. 
Contact LCIF
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Pledge a Donation
Pledge your support of LCIF and the most vulnerable communities across the
world, near and far.

Pledge Form

Donating by Check
Use the following information when donating by check. Be sure to include the
appropriate recognition request form/Melvin Jones Fellowship application form.

Mail Checks, payable to LCIF, to:
Lions Clubs International Foundation
Department 4547
Carol Stream, IL 60122-4547 USA

Donate Online
DONATE NOW

MJF Application
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